Club
News
September 2020
Talking with Tony

It's Back to School Time! Well, sort of...

For those of you with kids, you can appreciate the sentiment above. While school has started, distance/remote learning has
become a reality. Thankfully, we get to come to such a beautiful place – although I am not quite sure how distance golf would
even work…okay, I should skip the comedy.

You have probably noticed the re-sodded areas around the course. While
Earl can speak to the specifics, I want you to know that one of the constant
struggles we have is soil that retains salts. We will continue to repair the
trouble spots with a more salt tolerant strain of Bermuda grass. We will also
be working on the soil composition by adding sand and organic materials to
help the new turf thrive. But this month, as is the case every year about this
time, we turn our focus to necessary maintenance practices. The Bermuda
grass has been growing like crazy and the golf course looks great – just in
time to aerify and over seed the tees. This essential practice ensures the
health of the turf year-round; a small price to pay. We will start aerification
on September 14th following the 30th Anniversary Dove Member-Guest.
On that note, please pay close attention to the hours of operation listed on this month’s
calendar. During the Dove, the golf course, Canyon Grille and Jack’s Den will be closed.
During aerification, the Pro Shop and Jack’s Den hours will be modified while Canyon Grill will
operate normal hours. This won’t stop us from having a couple special evenings such as
Taco Tuesday, Pasta Night and more! Check with the concierge for patio dining availability
and our hours this month.
The last thing I want to mention is the latest around COVID-19. We have continued to monitor
closely the county and state guidelines. With Orange County coming off the watch list [at the
time of this writing] we are hopeful it will mean the reopening of the gym and back to indoor
dining. But as we have seen throughout this pandemic, it is anyone’s best guess. I promise
you, when we know, you will know! In the meantime, we will continue to provide you a safe
place to socialize. Dove has felt alive the past couple months with the increased rounds and
members enjoying their club. Stay safe and see you at Dove!

Welcome

New Members

The Bongarzone Family

The Mika Family

The Lio Family

Sean O'Donoghue

The Germann Family

The Wong Family

The Mester Family

Hinh Hinh Wong

The Arabejo Family

The Peralta Family

The Heslop Family

UpcomingEvents
Labor Day
September 7th

Men's Member-Guest
September 10th-12th
Aerification & Over Seeding
September 14th-21st

CLUB NEWS

The Year Speeds Along...

Can you believe summer is already beginning to wind down when it seems as if it has
just started?! It has been a full summer here at Dove, as the Canyon Grille has been busy
each weekend and golf events have continued to be a hit. It has been a blast serving all
of our members on the patio and we look forward to continue to do so until we are
given the green light to go back indoors.
We are excited to announce a
new "Frozé" machine operating
in the Canyon Grille, serving
frozen Rosé while the summer
heat is still in full effect. We
are equally as excited about
the upcoming Men's MemberGuest Tournament, as Chef
Kyle and the team have put
together an incredible menu
for the weekend! We look
forward to seeing you around
the club this month!

August Recap

Follow Us!
Our social Media platforms are a
great way to hear about everything
happening around the club and stay
up to date with the latest news.
@dovecanyongc

GOLF NEWS

August Recap
Women's Member-Member
This year’s Women’s Member
Member tournament saw a
great turnout! We had a
total of 16 teams that
competed for the gross and
net trophy. Congratulations
to our champions: Kathy Bao
& Jenny Min (Gross), Paula
Braun & Suzanne Mardock
(Net).
Couple's Club Championship
August 16th was our annual
Couples Club Championship.
Couples competed in a singleday Aggregate Stableford
format for the highly
sought-after personal
parking spot. A big
congratulations is in order
to Lisa and Bob Clark who
bested nearly 20 couples for
the win!

Upcoming Events
Women's Member-Guest

October 16th-17th

The annual Women’s “Dove Classic” Member Guest tournament will be
held October 16th and 17th as a 10:00am shotgun start. This year’s format
is a 3-Best Ball Eclectic. There will be a Horse Race to follow Friday’s
round. The final day to sign up is October 1st. We look forward to seeing
you all there!

Course Closure

As a reminder: The golf course will be closed from September 14th-21st.
During this time period, the maintenance team will be over-seeding the
tee boxes and aerifying fairways/greens. Additionally, we will be overseeding the Driving Range and to give it a sufficient amount of time to
grow, it will be closed from September 14th-October 1st. The Clubhouse,
Canyon Grille, and Men’s Grille will all remain open normal hours.

Thank you to everyone
that has been participating in
this summer’s events so far.
We have some very exciting
events on the way!

Eric Zommers

8/12/20 Hole #4 153 yards

Sam Legaspi

8/16/20 Hole #4 165 yards

Corey Christiansen
Denise Marlborough
Brian Smyth

8/20/20 Hole #13 145 yards
8/22/20 Hole #10 100 yards
8/24/20 Hole #4 165 yards

Golf
Course
Update

Golf Course Superintendent - Earl Kennel, GCSAA

It All Starts with Water
As I sit here writing this newsletter topic, I had the feeling this morning that summer has lost its sting and we are
through the worst of it. This time of year for a head greens keeper can be very stressful as I sometimes pray for
every blade of grass to make it through the night.
I’ve always said a golf course is a moving target and depending on the time and season should reflect the various
challenges or ease of maintaining expectations. There is no one less patient in improving the golf course or harsher
critic in golf course presentation than myself. Reality sets in. COVID-19 has presented its challenges to maintaining
staff numbers and health. The blessing being as a result that member numbers are up, average play has more than
doubled per day. More people on and through the golf course bring the rewards of more people seeing the beautiful
location and layout of Dove Canyon, but also the result of more tires across the fairways, more ball marks on the
greens, and more divots in tees and fairways.
I’ve recently taken water samples from the multiple properties in the Steele Canyon Golf Corporation portfolio and
sent them in for analysis. How good or bad water is, is always relative to a properties location. Water may look
good on paper, but the combination with the native soil, the unique circumstances a golf course finds itself in can be
very different. I am always cautious of saying I could do better here or there because it always depends on multiple
factors, sometimes unseen or unknown. An Irrigation systems age, history of previous input over the last twenty
years becomes important. I remember hand watering Dove’s greens one morning with a hose and being surprised
on how warm the water was. The temperature of a golf courses irrigation water never shows up on a water analysis
but can be vitally important. How was I supposed to cool grass maintained around a tenth of an inch with water that
felt like it was coming out of a hot tub? We are very lucky in Southern California to have a consistent supply of water,
many golf courses in the area have shuttered their doors because water has become too expensive or unavailable.
The good news is within the last week and a half our water supplier has finished upgrading their water delivery
pumps and are in the final phases of testing. What was amazing to me was how the golf course responded just three
days after I was told we were back on our upgraded supply. I could tell water was being delivered better and more
consistent. To be on temporary makeshift pumps for the throat of the summer and essentially on suspect delivery
for the last year, we are in pretty good spec.

We have been in the process of rehabbing the greenside
bunkers on the 8th green. We have finished re-sanding the
bunkers on the left side of the green and will hopefully
finish the back right greenside bunker this week.
Please remember to take the path less traveled on the golf
course, while you’re fixing your ball mark please fix another,
and wave to the greenskeeper making noise during your
swing. They are trying to make the golf course better.

See you on the course,

Earl
at

Dove

